Modified use of Kocher's dissector in ligation of the superior thyroid pedicle.
More than a century has passed since Emil Theodor Kocher first described the use of ‘Kocher’s thyroid dissector’ to secure the superior thyroid pedicle. Despite the technological advances in thyroid surgery, the dissector remains an extremely useful instrument. This paper describes a modified use of the dissector, and reports on how this facilitates safer and easier surgery. Application of this simple, modified technique can improve the safety and efficiency of thyroid surgery, with negligible financial outlay.